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&44 T is the Dat of this Dit. 
oY *courſe to ſhew the Sinful- 


[Aj neſs of not rendering Tri- 


x, 


ute to whom Tribute, and 
E Gen to whom Cuſtom {s 
dur. wer whit induced'the Author to 
write it, is the” general Prevalence 4 
his exif Practice, in which not onl 
wicked Men, who are re gardlels "Fe 


Religion, but alſo Men of Reder r Diſ- 


poſition, are unhappfly involved. 
'Bxsrpts the many 'Perfotis, "who are” 
immediate Ktbls in this Hjuſtice; there 
A 2 are 
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Fa A Duty « if poyig Cuſtom, &c, . 225 
Ar "och, N 
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Shay eder bean” Aberters of } 


of 


of i it. Andas many of theſe are in other 
Inſtances of Religious Behaviour: and 
appear to be led into this, by a prevail- 
ing talſe Opinion, that there is no Crime, 
nor Injuſtice in it; it is hoped it may 
be of Uſe to ſet this Practice in its true 
Light, and to ſhew:the Danger of it to 
the Soul, and * 8 of it to W 3 
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T HE unruly Paſſions 21 N 
tites of Men, make it impoſſible 
for them to live in Peace and Comfort 
together, without ſome proper Reſtraint 
upon them: And this makes it nece 

in every Society to have ſome Rulers 
and Governors, who have a Power over 
the Reſt, and an N to reſtrain 
the Inj yurious, and puniſh the Invaders 


x : * their Neighbour's Property. 
HG % - 6 
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Man and Man, in} puniining Evil-doers, 
and in defending heir Country, Which 


De Duty ef paying Cuſtom, & 5 
Ir this governing Power is taken 
away from any Society, and the Perſons 
in it, are left either to behave towards 
one another, as the Inclinations and Paſ- 
ſions of corrupt Nature carry them: or 
to be oppreſſed by foreign Enemies; 


Rapine, and Violence, and 4 F rayds will 


prey upon the Properties of that Peo- 
ple.: and the Conſequence will be, that 
the worſt Men will be the moſt pro- 
23 and the Beſt ee un- 


his Licentiouſneſs? ' 
Ir is the Power which 8 ex- 
exciſe,” in adminiſtring Juſtice between 


preſerves the Peace and Order af every 
Community: and to which the tempo 
ral Happineſs of the Members, and En- 
joyment of their Rights, are, under 


God, to be aſcribed. And hence ariſes 


a natural Obligation upon us, to con- 
tribute what is neceſſary to the Support. 
of Government, and the Exerciſe of its 
Authority, as both our own Happineſs 
and the Happineſs of our Fellow-Crea- 
tures e r 15 it. 21 361 


A 3 * 


6 L* Du ef pci CV & 
Now as u Multitude of Counſellors, 
Miniſters and Magiſtrates, with other 
Inferior Officers, are requiſite to employ 
their Care and Time for the public 
Weal;:whoought for this Cauſe to have 


a fuitable Maintenance and Reward; ſo 


if the Eſtates belongi 
are not: fufficient” to | 
mands ; why then;\/Pribute and Cuſtom! 
muſt be laid upon the People to defray 
all the-neceſſary Expences of every Go+' 
vernment, whether Ordinary or Extra- 
ordinary. Idie Payment whereof be- 
comes no lets their Dutys” than to pro- 
mote the public Good. Hence Cicero, 
who made the juſteſt Obſervations on 
human Nature, and human Affairs, calls 
pub Taues the Nerves : of Govern- 
ment; intimating, that the Body Poli- 
rio receives its 2 and — 
from them, as the Body Natural deer 
its Action and rege lin thoſe 
Nerves. 03 

As Government cannot by fupportet 


to the Public: 


with theſe, + ſo there cannot be a 


more reaſonable Support thought of. 
For, what is more agreeable to Reaſon; 


than that the Guardians of the People's 
Liber- 


ſwer ſuch De«; 


th. 


of the Power that is entruſted with 


TWDu Rf p. ee 7 
Liberties, and Preſerversof their Rights» 
ſhould be aſſiſted by the People, in the 
Protection ahd Preſeryatioh of them? 
Since then it appears that our Properties 
cant b p without Governꝰ 
ment, and Goverumtũt cannot be pre- 


ſerved without giving them ſome Share 


of them to ſuppourt it ; it muſt MRewiſe 
appear th be the Lateteſtz a well as 
Duty of the People, to F 1. all the 
Taxes which ate neceſſary for the Sup- 
port of Goyernory, — the — 


them q bhocauſe their Properties cannot 
otherwiſe. be preſerved; for it is by 
fe ving this Part of their ce Bay 

ure And enge th TE 
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A T Tribute! is ; due to Rulers, 

| reſsly declared by the Word 
of I. 5 thus, when the Apoſtle 
had aſſerted that the higher Powers are 
F God, and miniſter to us for Good, 
he preſently: ſabjoins, for this Cauſe pay 
you Tribune ae! for they art God's M. 
nifters, attending continually on ibis be 


he ſays, is given them hy Gp; if fo, 
they muſt have a like Right to Tribute 
from Him, to ſupport them in the Exer- 
ciſe of it. So that the Proprietor of all 
1 „who has certainly Power to 
diſpoſe of our Subſtance, has made the 
Tribute - ſnare of it the Property of our 
Governors, and given them Authority 
to require it of us: and therefore if we 
detain what G op has given them a ge- 
neral Right to claim; after the Laws 
of our Country have aſcertained our 


particular 3 of that Claim) we 
thence 


Te Duty ef paying Cuſtom, &c. 9 
. tbende become unlawful Pollefiork; and 
criminally enjoy it. 

WuòXx it is obſerved that Gow ; A 
ſelf commands Tribute to be paid to 
Rulers, it is evident that Obedience to 
Him is the Principle of Obedience in 
this Duty, and that we are required to 
perform it, not only for Wrath, but alſo 
for Conſcience Saule; i. e. not only; for 
fear of Rulers, and their Power to pu- 

niſh us, but for Conſcience towasds 
I Gop, and to fulfil his Command to us. 
Tuxxx may be a ſecret Detention of 
Tribute and Cuſtom, which cannot by 
human Care and Watchfulneſs be by 
tected: and if. there was no other Pu- 
niſhment of it beſides what Rulers have 
it in their Power to inflict, the unjuſt 
Detainers might go off with Impunity, 
and reap worldly Gain and Advantage 
from it. Gop therefore, has fixt the 
Government of his Creatures upon a 
better Foundation, and requires the 
Contributions that are neceſſary to ſup- 
port it, not only for fear of — 
whoſe Puniſhment may ſometimes be 
evaded; but for fear of Himſelf, who 
never fails to puniſh thoſe who dare to 
provoke Him. And this lays the ſame 
A 5 Re- 
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10 The Duty of pchiug Cuſtom, &cc. 
Reſtraint upon ſecret Fraud as bare-fac'd 


Injuſtice, becauſe Darkneſs and Light 
are both alike to Gop. : and He will as 
certainly puniſh for ſecret Stealth, as for 


| rent Robbery. 


H that reads this plain Preetpe of 
the Goſpel, Render therefore to all their: 
Dues, Tribute to whom. Tribute is due, 
Cußem to 'whom Cuſtom; and believes 


what Gop himſelf has told him, that 


He will judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus 
Cbriſt, according to the Goſpel; and that 


they only will enter into Life who keep the 


Commandments, muſt ſurely ſee, that the 


Detention of Tribute and Cuſtom is a 
dangerous and fatal Sin, and in the 
Judgment which will proceed in Righ- 


- teouſneſs, will have the Sentence of 


Condemnation paſſed upon it. Moſt 
certainly Gop will puniſh Wrongs done 
to his own Miniſters, as well as to any 
other Perſons :: or rather, will puniſh 
them with the greater Severity, as ſuch 
Wrongs are a kind of Ręſſſtance to his own 
Ordinance: and have beſides an aggravat- 
ed . which I e now conſider. 
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HE wihholiing the Dyes of 
Princes has. ſome aggravating 
Circumſtances, which other Injuſtice 
has not; for as they are the Minilters of 
God to us for Good, and by a due Ex- 
erciſe of their Authority, are juſtly call- 
ed our Benefactors, for preſerving — 
in Safety, and the quiet Enjoyment of 
all we have; ſo muſt not the weakning 
their Hands, by a Detention of —— 
Rights, have a greater Guilt than other 
F — ſince Ingratitude aggravates 
the Wickedneſs: and an evil Diſpoſi- 


h dene which Favours and Kindneſs can- 


Ta RE is this r 3 * 
in withholding the Dues of Governors, 
that the Practice ſtrikes directly at the 
Roots of Government itſelf: and by 
withdrawing its Support, is in truth, an 
Endeavour to fubvert it. And though 
the Subyerſion does not always enſuc, 

oh 


12 E Duty of paying Cuſtom, Kc. | 


yet the Guilt even of that Crime ad- 


heres to the Injuſtice; for if the Prac- 
tice was general, it would effect it: and 
when it is only the better Conduct of 
others, which prevents ſo evil but natu- 
ral a Conſequence, the Wickedneſs is 
no leſs in thoſe that act it, and their 
Guilt no leſs, though the Evil does not 
follow from it. 

Wren Princes are conſidered as our 


greateſt worldly Benefactors, and under 
God the Preſervers of our Lives and 


Liberties, and Property; the Injuſtice 

which withholds their Support, and 
makes their Power leſs uſeful is lainl 
a moſt criminal Injuſtice,. 10 'of high 
Provocation. * 

Bur if any imagine chat this Fraud 
is no Injury to Princes, nor Diſturbance 
to Government, as their Power can de- 
mand other Tribute to ſupply the Want 
of what is withholden from them, I 


would have it conſidered, that this un- 


avoidably puts them upon layin er 
Burthens upon their Feopler rid nr 
be otherwiſe neceſſary. And as the Af. 
fections of Men towards their Rulers 
are antun, cooler under heavier Im- 
poſitions ; their Government, 3 

as 
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The Duty of paying Cuſtom, &c. 13 
has its greateſt Strength in the Hearts 
of the People, is neceflarily' Weakned 
by this Practice. 

As much as chis Fraud 4 Minen 


ö the Taxes, and increaſe the Burthen to 


good Subjects, ſo much Oppreſſion and 

Wrong does it bring upon them alſo. 
And though it be no Injuſtice in a Ruler 
to demand theſe Supphes; when the 
Neceſſities of Government require them, 
and his Power cannot remedy the frau- 
dulent Detention which makes them | 
oppreſſive; yet this Oppreſſion has un- 
doubtedly a Guilt, and will be charged ä 


upon the Authors of it: and as it is 
evidently to be imputed to the fraudu- 


lent Detainers of "Tribute, the Puniſh- 
ment of 1 it will 'certainly- be a0 cr on 
them. 

— increaſing the Taxes to 5 ehiie 
Fellow- Subjects in general, which is an 
Act of real Injuſtice to every one of 
them, there is ſtill a greater Injuſtice to 
honeſt Traders, which deprives them 
even of their Maintenance, and pie 


Straits and Wants upon them. 


Fon when Goods which have paid no 
Cuſtom are ſold at a low Price, the 
open Trader is Ry to the hard Ne- 

_"_— 


14 The Duty of paying Cuſtom," &c. 
ceſſity, either not to ſell his Goods at 


all, or to ſell them to Loſs, ſo as to 
afford them as cheap as they can be had 
in other Places. Whence it comes to 
paſs, that there are ſeveral Branches of 
Commerce, in which, honeſt Men are 
in Whole or in Part hindered of their 
juft Gain; inſomuch that many have 
been foreed entirely to give up ſome 
Articles of Profit, and deſiſt from trad- 
ing in them, and purſue others for an 
inconſiderable Gain. 

Let. ir then be conſidered how per- 
nicious and injurious the Practice is, 
which lays Honeſty and Diligence un- 
der ſuch Difficulties, as — the beſt 
Members of the Society of their com- 


fortable Subſiſtence: and render them 


unable by Care and Induſtry, and ho- 
neſt Endeavours, to get a Livelihood 
for themſelves and F amilies, Great and 
oppreſſive Injuries, and multiplied by 
great Numbers of Sufferers, are the un- 
avoidable Conſequences of this Injuſtice: 
and by theſe evil Effects of” it, the 
Guilt of it is ſp much aggravated, and 


the Provocation of it ſo much height- 


ned, as nnen to "Own the Guilty to 
: oils 07 ne e divine 
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The Duty of Paying N 15 
Shrine Wrath both! in this and the next 

or | 

Tunis pn of the honeſt Trader 
is likewiſe a ſtrong Temptation to the 
ſame Injuſtice. For when Wants are 
upon him, and his Family demands 
Supplies, which. he cannot give; the 
Encouragement of Example before his 
Eyes, and theſe Means of bettering his 
Condition within his Power, may. ſo 
forcibly. prevail with him to make uſe 
of them ; that nothing leſs than an un- 
common Uprightneſs of Soul, and a 
lively Faith in apply ying the Threats 
and - Promiſes of the Goſpel, are able 
to withſtand. this gainful Temptation. 
There are, I doubt not, many who 
would have continued Juſt and Honeſt, 
and content with a bare Maintenance, 
that have yielded to it: and have by 
their Neceſlities (occaſioned by the frau- 
dulent Dealings of others) been brought 
to practiſe the 5 ſame F rauds — 
R 
Anp though 1 no Temptation will ex- 
cuſe ſo, wicked and unjuſt an Action, 
nor exempt the Adlers of it from Pu- 
niſhment, oth. the Tempters to it (as 
er to che F Fa) muſt thus far be 


Par- 


16 The Duty of paying Cuſtom, &c. 


Partakers of other Men's Sins, and bear 


a Share in their Puniſhment. And this 
 ſhews the pernicious Nature of this Sin, 


in that it extends its Guilt beyond the 
Perſon of the Actor: and makes him 


accountable for the Fraud of thoſe he 
never knew; it may be of great Num- 
bers, which he never ſaw nor heard of. 
Ix ſhort, whether we look upon the 


Detention of Cuſtom as a Breach of the 


Ordinances of Gop in human Societies; 


or as an Injuſtice to our greateſt Bene- 


factors, (and this aggravated by Ingra- 
tirude, and the — of Evil for 
Good) or as weakning the Hands of 
Government, and tending to ſubvert 
it; or as laying Governors under a Ne- 
ceſſity of over-burdening their beſt Sub- 
jects; or as expoſing honeſt Traders to 
Hardſhips and Straits, and even a Want 
of Neceſſaries; or as tempting Men by 
ſuch a Neceſſity to practiſe the ſame In- 
juſtice; in all theſe Lights the Sin ap- 
pears. to be of ſuch evil Conſequence, 
and of ſuch aggravated Guilt, as muſt 
give all good Subjects, and good Chriſ- 
tians an Abhorrence of it. Since every 
one who reflects upon it, muſt ſee, that 
there is no living in this unjuſt Practice, 


2 withe 
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The" Duty of poying Cuſtum, &. 15 
without either abandoning Reaſon, and 
ſnutting his: Eyes ag Revelation: 
or abandoning the Favour-of God, and 
the Reward — = ww, £1204) 
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ES IDES the e Goods, 
| who by Stealth, or Violence, car- 
ry them: off without Cuſtom, there are 
many more, who may be ſaid to con- 
tribute to the'Injuſtice; and to be Abet 
"I'tiean-all thoſe Perſons who 
ods at à low Price, when by 
the Price or other Cifcumſtanees they 
muſt know them tobe run : and who chus 
become Parties in the Sin, and b by ſharing 
the Gain, do ſhiare the Guilt of it. 
I x is this Practice which ſupports the 
other t and without reforming this, per- 
haps the other. will ſcarce be reformed 
aeg us. For though pecuniary 
Muléts and eorporal Puniſhments are 
enacted, and executed upon all known 
Offenders with the greateſt” Rigour; 
yet 


18 The Du of paying: Cuſtam, &. 
yet by the cunning Craft, or open Force 
of ſuch Offenders, (if not by the Neg- 
ligence „Or. Corruption of 7 Inſpectors) 
Goods will be importediwithous Cuſ- 
tom, and the unjuſt Importers eſcape 
without Puniſhment. But if all would 
reject theſe Goods when they are offered 


to Sale, and detect thoſe that offer them 


Honeſty as well as Kindneſs to their 
Fellow- Subjects require them) this would 
be the moſt effectual Method:of putting 
an. End tg this evil Practice; for by 
this, the Gain of the fraudulent Impor- 
tation would ceaſe, and the Fraud in 
; Courſe-would,ceale with it. 03 engl 
Tuts ſhews the Sinfulneſs of buying 
the Goads, inaſmuch as the Buyer en- 
with him in the Fraud, and; ſhares the 
Peng of the Public with him. And 

cannot but think, that this know n 
Proverb, The Receiver is as bad as the 
Thief, is with; as much Juſtice applied 
to the Receipt of theſe Goods as any 
other; for ſince that Part of them, 
which is the public Property, is really 
ſtolen, I would know what Guilt there 
is in receiving the ſtolen Goods of a 
| | | Neigh- 
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Te Duty: of \paying"Caſtom, &c. 19 
Neighbour, which ãs not the ſame 4 
greater in this Caſe. Here is the ſame 
Approbation of the Theft, and the ſathe 
End of Gain and Advantage to the Ræ- 
ceiver, the ſame Injuſtice to in 


concealing it, and the ame Encourage- 


2 
ment given to continuo init: andi its: 
from fame or all of: theſt Reaſons, that 
the Receiver of ſtolen Gocds, does in 
any Caſe contract like Guilt with the: 
Thief, and become Partaker of his n- 
gene (1D f ei (of I off ef t 
Bom the En cement of this fraud 
dulent Detention from the public Stock: 
is 10. much more criminal than any 
other, as the Injuſtice is of greater In- 
jury and worſe Conſequenee. The en- 
aauraging private Theft, is commonly 
an Injury confined within narrow: 
Bounds; but the encouraging this Fraud 
to the Public, makes us | injurious! to 
great Numbers, to many honeſt Traders, 
and in general to all good Subjects. 
All the Circumſtances which aggravate 
the Injuſtice itſelf, do aggravate» the 
Encouragement of it: and under theſe 
Aggravations, the Buyers of the Goods 
incur the high Crimes of weakning the 
Government, oppreſſing the 
an 


20 The Dat) ef paying Cuſum dee 
and laying a ſtumbling eee 
their Brethren. * 


Bur if any 
Little which] be: | 
to the Public, nor be charged 


with theſe 


evil Conſequences; let him conſider, 


that this Little contributes to the En- 


couragement of the Fraud, and the 
Evils which enſue from it; and that 


this Practice of buying 
many Thouſands are en 


a Little, when 
—.— in it (as I 


fear is the Caſe) is the very Support of 


the. Injuſtice, and what continues it 
among 


git us. And if any one Perſon is 
r from Guilt by buying a Little 


would be a very great W no 


guilty Perſons. 
A GENERAL Evil, which: i is brought 


on by many Perſons contributing to it, 
all the 


has its Guilt diffuſed amongſt 
Contributors, and every particular Per- 


ſon has a Share of it: and as the Evil 


cannot be removed without the ſeveral 
Perſons ceaſing to join in it, ſo the 
Guilt of it muſt continue upon every 
one of them, as long as he continues to 
contribute to it. So that how little ſo- 

baz ever 


Man ſhall think N L 
buys cannot do Harm 
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; every other ſmall — muſt 
have the ſame Exemption : and ſo there 


als 
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The Duty of paying Caſtom, &c. 21 
ever of theſe Goods is bou i 
one, there is ſome * pci 
tending it, and ſome Injury to 
from it : and the: Perſon, when he has 
duly conſidered the Action, will, Ibelieve, 
think: himſelf unjuſt and ichurious by it. 
-1>{11:deſerves to be conſideredꝭ alſo b 
theſe ſmall — that it is ſo little 
which they get by it, that 
they would ſcarce have pet joyment 
of Life leſs, nor ſenſibly diminiſty the 
Proviſion. for their Families, if they en. 
tirely renouneed the Practice. And 
their worldly Eſtate is ſcarce bet. 
tered by: it, it is ſcarceworlkdly- Prudence 
to continue in it: It is certainly the X 
greateſt ſpiritual Foliy y to purſue it, 
When it ſhuts up the Favour . D 
or diminiſhes it a them. 020 

Bor it is often ſaid in Excuſe of: this 
| Proffice, that they do not know that the 
paid Cuſtom for they 
ions 3 _ when 

the Price they agree for, 
thiy pay honeſt Purchaſers, and 0 
no Hart in it. zwa * 22 21 

Iwovuup aſk theſe Perſons, (as a Cue 
of Conſcience) whether from the low 
— the Secreſy that is uſed, he 
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Goods: have not 
aſk no 


24. The Duty of paying Guſtam, &c. 
cation to Gop ſo great, as ought to de- 
termine every one that has Regard to 
his own Salvation to abſtain from it. 
Io conclude; as I believe it bas been 
a prevailin 8 Opinion, that there is not 
much Evil in this Practice, and che Sin 
from this .has been indulged with more 
"Freedom; and lived in without Remorſe, 
J hope this Sight of, i its aggravated Sin- 
fulneſs, its Injury to Society, and Dan- 
ger to the Soul, will remove, ſo falſe an 
Opinion: and make the Reader as cau- 
tious of offending in this, as in any other 
Inſtance of human J uſtice;: · 
To free the Nation from the miſchie- 
vous Effects of this reigning Sin, and 
his F ellow· Subjects from the: Guilt and 
Puniſhment of 1 it, was the ſole Intention 
of the Author in this Diſcourſe. And 
may the good Gop make it effectual 
for. es Purpoſe Lind sr 
210 h To 2UHHLiTmuοινο gniigver 
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